FOUNDATIONS  OF BRITISH PATRIOTISM
and as no diplomacy could have stopped them doing,
had not their bloody task of re-enslaving Poland diverted
their forces and attention at the critical moment ? The
respite afforded was seized by the two Foreign Ministers
in a way that was worth more to their respective countries
than many victories, and the result of their co-operation
was not only to avert a suicidal war, but to serve as
a model for Franco-British relations for any of their
successors who might be wise enough to copy it.
Here was a complete reversal of the state of things that
had obtained in the eighteenth century. Then England
and France had been in a state of chronic political
antagonism, but England had looked to France as the
fountain-head of European culture, a culture essentially
aristocratic. Now, though there was to be frequent
and sometimes dangerous friction between the two
countries, their tradition of antagonism was broken ;
when in future they made war together, it would be as
allies. But culture had ceased to be aristocratic, and there
was no question of England looking to France as her
exemplar in anything less superficial than the fashions
of female attire or the writing of menus. The tendency
was now rather for France to take her lead from British
civilization, and of a repetition on the spiritual plane of
what had happened during the latter part of the Middle
Ages, when it had been a question of whether England
could make good a partial conquest.
For we must consider the change that had come over
the very notion of civilization at the dawn of this period
that in England is called Victorian, though it really
begins with the reign of Victoria's uncle, William IV.
In both countries the centre of the picture is no longer,
as it is on the canvas of Nattier or Sir Joshua, an aristo-
cratic figure. But still less is it that of the sansculotte,
the proletarian in his red cap of liberty. When we think
of the early Victorian time in England or that of Louis
Philippe in France, what sort of figure does our imagina-
tion instinctively conjure up ? In France it would not be
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